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A Preliminary Study on the Irrigation Works by
Emperor Wu in Han Dynasty according to

“ShijieThe Book of Rivers and Canals”- And
talk about the Doubts on Wang Guowei's "On
the well-canals in the Western Regions"

Huang, Shi-Jin"

Abstract

The Book of Rivers and Canals is among the Eight Books of S#iji, it talks about
Rivers and Canals, but it actually manages to harness the Yellow River. The narration
in The Book of Rivers and Canals dates back to the early stage of the Western Han
Dynasty, depicting the Irrigation Works over the past dynasties and relevant historical
facts. The main body focuses on Irrigation Works and River Improvements during the
Han Dynasty, especially the period of Emperor Wu in Han Dynasty.However, as
scholars tried to understand the history from different aspects, previous scholars
concluded that the purpose of The Book of Rivers and Canals authored by Tai-Shi-Gong
might be to ridicule, complement or ridicule and complement Emperor Wu in Han
Dynasty.This study categorizes Irrigation Works by Emperor Wu in Han Dynasty into
“Flood Control,” “Transportation” and “Irrigation” based on their uses and goals,
assuming that Tai-Shi-Gong highly recognized the irrigation works by Emperor Wu in
Han Dynasty were to promote what is beneficial and abolish what is harmful by turning
the floodwater into water resources.

Meanwhile, according to Wang Guowei’s On the well-canals in the Western
Regions, “Well-Canals” stem from an old construction method in China. As the Silk

Road is opened, “Well-Canals” based on the old construction method was transferred

* PhD, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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to Western Regions and became the “Karez Wells” in Xinjiang Region, which has
deeply influenced the academic circles since then.This study conducts the Textual
Research on Chapters related to Shiji and Hanshu, assuming that when the “Longshou
Canal” was dug, the Silk Road was already opened unblocked. The mature construction

methods and techniques were actually from Ancient Persia.

Keywords: Shiji, Hanshu, Emperor Wu in Han Dynasty, Well-Canals, Karez Wells
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