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Chiang Kai-shek:
Confucianist in the State of Exception?*

Chiyu Liao™"

Abstract

Whether and how was the Confucianist thought of Chiang Kai-shek %/
(1887-1975) a dictatorial discourse? The present study approaches this question first
through the analysis of his work Kexue de Xue-Yong FlZHJE [ (Scientific
Understanding of Great Learning and Doctrine of The Mean, 1963), then through
intellectual history — what did “dictatorship” mean in the absence of democracy
such as in modern China? It is against the very background of political founding, to
build democracy ex nihilo, where Chiang’s thought will gain revisit.

The present research is composed of three sections. The first is biographical. It
re-introduces Chiang as a Confucianist thinker even though his thought entangled not
only with Japan militarism, an ideal of the regimented society, but also with Leninism,
the unquestionable authority its central feature. For the second section, they serve the
reference point whereby the three essays comprising of Scientific Understanding of
Great Learning and Doctrine of The Mean, along with problems of each, will be
examined. The third conducts a comparison on the legitimacy discourses of political
founding. As the implication of the founding explicated, it sets out to compare Chiang
with other two founding theorists, Mou Zongsan 5% = (1909-1995) and Jiang
Qing #%B (1953-). Chiang succeeded in upholding the humane authority compared
to the other two, but his authority concept was flawed by his metaphysical notion of
Confucianist Heaven and his recourse to Germanic theory of organic state. Chiang’s
Confucianist thought, from the perspective of legitimacy discourse, was suspicious in
support of founding of Chinese democracy.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, Confucianism, political founding

* This research owes the heartfelt gratitude to Liang Hui ZZiii and Dr. Lin Yenting #£Z7E on their
sharing of the research archive. Liang Hui is simultaneously pursuing PhD degrees in in Chinese
Literature at National Taiwan Normal University and Philosophy at Taiwan University. Dr. Lin is the
assistant professor at National Kaohsiung University of Hospitality and Tourism. This research paper
prohibits any citation or reproduction without the author’s permission.

** PhD candidate in Comparative Literature at Washington University in St. Louis.
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