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Women as Signifier: Reconsidering Eileen
Chang and Hu Lancheng’s Wartime Proses

Chao, Chia-chi™"

Abstract

This paper examines Eileen Chang (1920-1995)’s wartime proses in connection
with Hu Lancheng (1906-1981)’s writings, of which women were described as signifier
to project the writers’ perspective to the particular situation of 1940s occupied Shanghai.

It firstly traces Chang’s rise to fame as a bourgeois-background female writer. Next,
this paper investigates Chang’s “About Women” of which the image of women is
acclaimed as ancestral mother who bring peace to the world, is further interpreted by
Hu as the political propaganda of China-Japan “soft-collaboration” in the World War II.
In addition, this paper observes the notion of “womanhood” which Chang used to
elaborate her forte of writing regarding manners of life, while Hu took advantage of
Chang’s female image and imitated her feminine literary style to embellish his advocacy
of Greater East Asian discourse. By exploring the concept of women as the core
signifier in Chang and Hu’s wartime proses, this paper discovers that the intertextuality
between their writings were embedded in political messages especially related to the

particular situation of 1940s occupied Shanghai.
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