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Formation of Mohist Motto “Jian Ai” in the 
Core chapters of Mozi

Lai, Chi-Fung*

Abstract

The Ten Triplets of Mozi, consisting of ten volumes of three chapters each, are 

the core chapters in the study of Mohism. In this special Triplet structure of Mozi, the 

three chapters are distinguished as shang ( ) , zhong ( ), and xia ( ), and the 

interpretations of the relationship between the three chapters directly affect almost all 

studies on Early Mohism and Mohist philosophy. The concept “Jian Ai” ( ) is one 

of the most important topic on recent Mohist studies, and there are two basic questions 

in “Jian Ai” studies: (1) What is the exact meaning of “Jian Ai”? (2) What is the 

formation process of “Jian Ai”? This thesis suggests a new interpretation of “Jian Ai” 

by combining the theory of Mohist Mottos proposed by Carine Defoort ( )  and 

the exegesis method of the Chinese tradition. This thesis proposes that with different 

part of speech and meaning, there are three different kinds of “Jian” ( ) in The Ten 

Triplets of Mozi. The Mohist Motto “Jian Ai” integrates these different kinds of “Jian” 

and finally becomes the specialized term in Mohist philosophy.

Keywords: Mozi, The Ten Triplets, Jian Ai, Mohist Mottos, Documents relationship
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