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Formative, Logical Thinking and the Structure of
Literary Work
-- Thinking (Image) System and
The “Multiple, Binary and Single (zero)” Spiral
Structure

Chen Man-Ming

Abstract

There are diverse ways of thinking; only three types of human thought lie at the core:
formative, logical and complex. These ways of thinking enable us to employ images and
exercise creativity. The process starts from formative and logical thinking, and ends in
complex thinking. In terms of the structure of a literary work, formative thinking involves
subject matter, which is considered as a “vertical” organization. Logical thinking, on the
other hand, is a kind of “horizontal” organization. The interactions between the vertical
and horizontal organizations inspire complex thinking that features the motif and style of a
literary work. All of these issues are related to the thinking (image) system and the
“multiple, binary and single (zero)” spiral structure. From this perspective, this article
attempts to outline the interactive theory and the application of formative and logical

thinking in analysis of the structure of a literary work.

Key words. formative thinking, logical thinking, the structure of a literary work,
thinking (image) system, the “multiple, binary and single (zero)” spiral

structure
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