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A Study on the Origin and Development of the
Course “History of Chinese Thought” — With a

Discussion of Its Teaching Materials Used by
Chinese Departments in Taiwan”

Lee, Tsung-Ting""

Abstract

It goes without saying that the course “History of Chinese Thought” is so important
in Taiwan academia, both in the sense that the course has been taken by all Chinese
Departments as one.of the compulsory courses so far, and that it has often been one of
the professional subjects of admission examination at postgraduate school level. But,
given the lack of philosophy course in the high school educational policy, graduated
students who finally major in Chinese literature often find it difficult to learn the history
of Chinese thought well, though they had received basic philosophical training from
certain related courses, such as Chinese language and Chinese history, which are
focusing on reading texts by rote mechanically instead of thinking or disputation. For
this reason, lecturers in universities have to spend much more time to introduce the
importance of thinking, even though it seems so ineffectively to change students’ habit
of learning by rote at all. So is there any method to guide students into the course
“History of Chinese Thought” effectively? The first step, in a sense, might be both a
clarification of the developmental context of the course as well as a comparison between
the two related concepts, i.e., “thought” and “philosophy”. Though being different in
terms of the course name, the course “History of Chinese Thought” offered by Chinese

Department and the course “History of Chinese Philosophy” by Philosophy Department,

* Paper presented at “19™ International Conference of the International Society for Chinese
Philosophy: Chinese Philosophy in the Contemporary World.” Held by Department of
Philosophy, Chinese University of Hong Kong, July 21-24, 2015.

** Associate Professor, Department of Applied Chinese Language, Shih Chien University.
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historically speaking, often both use the same teaching materials with similar course
schedule. Among a great number of academic writings on the history of Chinese thought
as teaching material, Xinbian Zhongguo Zhexueshi (History of Chinese Philosophy: A
New Version), written by professor Sze-Kwang Lao, can be regarded as the most
appreciated one. But Lao’s book does not function as a kind of elementary material, for
it is sophisticated enough, not only for freshmen who begin to learn Chinese philosophy,
but too for lecturers who would be involved in interpreting various philosophical views
implied in Lao’s book, to the extent that the original texts would be easily neglected of
instead. For a lecturer who is responsible for teaching the history of Chinese thought,
what should be paid attention when choosing the most appropriated teaching material?
Or, more basically, what condition(s) should be satisfied for an ideal material on the
history of Chinese thought/philosophy? From a perspective of teaching, this article aims
at investigating several issues pertaining to materials used in the course “History of

Chinese Thought” offered by Chinese Departments:in Taiwan.

Keywords: History of Chinese Thought, History of Chinese Philosophy, Chinese
Department, Philosophy Department, Philosophical Education
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