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Review of the Pantomime National Spirit Lu
Xun(1940) and Comparison on Interpretations of
Lu Xun by Xiao Hong and Feng Yi-dai

Yau, Ting-Kit Kevin"

Abstract

National Spirit Lu Xu is a pantomime written by Xiao Hong in 1940. The script is
then adapted by Feng Yi-dai and the other members in Wenxie, and presented on stage
at Confucius Hall of Hong Kong on the 60th anniversary of Lu Xun’s birth, August 3
1940. This is the first biographical work with Lu Xun as the protagonist, and an
experiment to incorporate modern literature into pantomime. How does the pantomime
represent the image of Lu Xun, among the multi-identities like author, ideologist,
fighter of the nation, mentor of youngsters etc. through a transmedia way? Moreover,
there is an important change on the'image and role of Lu Xun in the adaptation of Feng
Yi-dai. This confliction on the two interpretations of Lu Xun has not been discussed in
the previous research. The first part of this paper reviews the production and details of
the pantomime by reorganizing the relevant articles and records. The second part
discusses how Lu Xun is represented in a transmedia way by analyzing the artistry of
the pantomime in experimental and practical aspects. The third part explores the
adaptation of Feng Yi-dai, then compares the interpretations of Xiao Hong and Feng

Yi-da, and discusses their cultural meanings.

Keywords: Lu Xun, Xiao Hong, Feng yi-dai, National Spirit Lu Xun, Pantomime

* PhD Candidate, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, The Chinese University of
Hong Kong.
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