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Explanations of Seven Phrases in the Zuozhuan

Huang, Sheng-Sung’

Abstract

This article aims to provide some new explanations of seven phrases in the
Zuozhuan. (1) Second year of King Huan of Qi (710 B.C.): The word “jiang” in
the phrase “ér kuang jiang zhao wéi luan zhi lu qi ya da miao” can be explained
as “féng,” a word refers to the verb “dedicate.” (2) Second year of King Min of
Qi (660 B.C.): The expression “bing yao” (as well as the term “jin jué”) in the
phrase “wo bing zhi yao” and “bing yao yuan zai” can be seen as being identical
with “hu f4,” which refers to the imperial authorization for troop movement in
ancient China. (3) Sixth year of King Wen.of Qi (621 B.C.): The phrase “zhi jiu
wii” means punishing officials who take bribes. (4) Twelfth year of King Xuan
of Qi (597 B.C.): The word “xié¢” in the phrase “san jiin zht shi xié ra xié¢ kuang”
(597B.C.) can be read as “jia,” referring to actions like stuffing cottons with the
jackets to get warm. (5) Sixth year of King Cheng of Qi (585 B.C.): The word
“chou” in the phrase “yi gou z¢€ min chou” (585B.C) means one gets a disease
after a long time ascites. The term “dian ai” should be understood in a
physiological sense as “léi ruo,” which means one is thin and weak. (6) Thirty-
First year of King Xiang of Qi (542 B.C.): The word “zhan” in the phrase “li rén,
mu, yu g¢ zhan qi shi” can be pronounced as “shan,” which means the ruler is
capable of assigning jobs according to the staffs with different talents. (7)
Twenty-Second year of King Zhao of Qi (520 B.C.): The term “fu jia” in the
phrase “shi shi wéei di zhé fu jid yi x1 yu x1 yang zhi mén wai” should be

pronounced as “fu jid,” which means placing soldiers in an ambush.

Keywords: Zuozhuan, Phrases, Explanations

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.
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