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Mr. Long Yuchun’s Study of The Book of Odes

Lu, Chen-Yu"

Abstract

Based on the significance of the Odes interpreted by its preface, Mr. Long
Yuchun points out that scholars nowadays, of various approaches, have no authority
to make a criticism of traditional annotations without an understanding of the
studies of Odes over all the past dynasties. Mr. Long is too well-known for, in the
light of the commentary of Mao’s version, exploring some hidden messages from
the perspectives of pronunciations and origin senses of words appeared in the Odes,
and, from an aesthetical point of view, for meaning connection between natural
things and human construetions. In addition to these, Mr. Long, who applied some
method of xiao xue, including semantics and exegesis, commonly used by scholars
in Qing dynasty to his own studies, iis also successful not only in explaining words
and phrases which never had an accepted interpretation, but in eliminating a great
number of problems that confused researchers over the long history of China, to the
extent that so far there has been no one who is capable to reach an academic
achievement in the area of Odes as high as Mr. Long did. That which are
mentioned above constitute the major part of this article, where the point that xiao
xue must be the best tool to study the Odes will be justified, as superior to

researches prevalent nowadays which tend to attribute too much to the Odes.

Keywords: Xiao Xue, Exegesis, The Book of Odes, Long Yuchun

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University.
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