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A Study on the Editorial Staffs of Yongle Canon 

Weng Min-Hsiu
∗

 

Abstract 

It is well known that Yongle Canon, which compilation had been finished in 1407, 

has become a prevalent research area in its history of six hundred years, and that even 

so-called “Canonology” (DadianXue) has been established. Although it seems to be 

impossible to find out all the compilers participating in the writing of the Canon, 

almost 300¦though may be more than 2000 according to some historical record¦

have been affirmed by scholars nowadays, e.g. GuoBogong, WengChongmen, and Zhu 

Honglin. It should be paid attention that the works of scholars mentioned above help 

understanding both the background and the process of editing the Canon.  

Based on a certain kind of ancient Chinese documents such as historical record, 

biography, reference book, and collected literary work, this article aims to carry on the 

investigation of the compilers of the Yongle Canon, arguing that 58 members, 

including 30 editors and 28 copyists, respectively, can be added to the name list of 

Canon compiler, and that certain results in the related area requires some amendment.  
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