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“External undertakings should be commenced 

on the odd days”�A Statistical Study on the 

Dates of Wars in the Classic of Chunqiu and Its 

Commentaries 

Huang Sheng-Sung
∗

 

Abstract 

By listing all the dates of external wars recorded on the classic of Chunqiu and its 

commentaries, this article aims to observe the validity of the idea that external 

undertakings should be commenced on the odd days (waishi yi gangri), which occurs 

in the first chapter of Quli in liji, arguing that three points should be paid attention: 1. 

For peoples during Chunqiu period, declaring a war on the odd days is of special 

significance. 2. In fighting on the odd days, northern states of noble Ji are higher than 

average, which is contrary to the case of southern states, in which the state of Chu is 

the leader. 3. It can be seen that from early Chunqiu to its late stage, there had been a 

decrease in taking odd days as an option for declaring a war. 
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l#mnq�z#¬®7�î"q®	�NI7O�PõQ�1993À 9â�.

DRSDàÀo1815pú�WTUDMáP/ 

                                                                                                                                                   

»¾íI»�²Ö¿ÀÁÂ"s»�MW�8®¯~��YZS� IÃ�IÃò

â#5$�2001' 6(�15/�7 24 
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l#mnq�z#{|}~�7�"�q®	�NI7O�PõQ�1993À 9â�

.DRSDàÀo1815pú�WTUDMáP/ 

l#®V��l�WW¸G�z��®7���®�q®	�NI7O�P

õQ�1993À 9â�.DRSDàÀo1815pú�WTUDMáP/ 

l#X�Y��Wøô#Z[·¸�z#X�\|±�z#]]x~����#

^_`Þaìå7�8�Íqìå	�Oø7ï�'õtM+�1991À 7â�

1M/ 

l#�Ë��Wb·¸7��W�·¸	�In7JKõL�1998À 10â�1M/ 

3M#±�7�M,±�c	�NI7O�PõQ�1974À 3â�áP�dce�#

RS��o1800p�ð¬õf.g�/ 

´#µ¶·¸�z#{|}~�7���h�q®	�NI7O�PõQ�1993À

9â�.DRSDàÀo1815pú�WTUDMáP/ 

D#²hi��jkl:�mnPI7�"�·¸	�In7JKõL�1989À 2

â�1M/ 

D#²oO���pS:�¸�PI7���bi�	�In7JKõL�1993À

6â�1M/ 

�	���������������� 

JM+ÍqDrìstu,7�v�w�·q	8 8x�In7�&tM+�1987

À 4â�1M/ 

y�z7��M8{	�In7JM+ÍqDtM+�2010À 3â�1M/ 

ekº7�h�
¸çü	�m|7J|s}tM+�2004À 9â�1M/ 

~d�7��h�	&£':&	'ì����©�	8 11 �oOø7MæJÜbDJ

M�D/�2007À 12â�1Mp�û 25-84/ 

Ù��7�ê�+Í©"ñ�co��Mp	�In7<�tM+�1997À 11â�

8 2M/ 

ÙÐÚ7���h�çü	�NI7ln�òi�X�1987À 1â��P 1M/ 

ÙÐÚ7���h�q	�In7JKõL�2000À 7â�2M/ 

²��:�r�7���8	�%�7%�<�tM+�2001À 6â�1M/ 

����ÉÊËÌ7�h�ÍÎ	�NI7��õL�1998 � 8 ��1 �/ 
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