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The study of Special art fonts in Ji Zhuan Gu
Wen Yun Hai

Lin Sheng-Feng"

Abstract

The art font style collected in Ji Zhuan Gu Wen Yun Hai is the main subject of the
study, which includes Bird-Insect Script and the font style that were imitated from
ancient scripts. Most of the font style in Ji Zhuan Gu Wen Yun Hai have definite
origins, however, the collections in Ji Zhuan Gu Wen Yun Hai are various as it was
difficult to verify. By analyzing the characters and observing different versions of
transcriptions, it is obvious that most of the transcriptions are not the original font
style as it is difficult to tell how the characters are composed. Ji Zhuan Gu Wen Yun
Hai was utilized as a reference book when composing calligraphy in special occasions.
The book gave a broad standard 'to' Paleography. The 'so-called “Paleography”
collected in Ji Zhuan Gu Wen Yun Hai is not the real Paleography. In Sung Dynasty,
Paleography as well as ancient artifacts was very popular. People not only studied
Paleography seriously but also regard it as an art. At that time, it became a fashion to
collect characters with special font style; some like to alter the composition of the

characters.

Keywords: Ji Zhuan Gu Wen Yun Hai, Han Jian, Gu Wen Si Sheng Yun, Bird-Insect
Script, Manual Copied Paleography

* Adjunct Lecturer in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Chung Hsing

University.
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