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Bibliological study on Jia [i tie shi ji chen’

Han Bi-Chyn"

Abstract

During Japanese colonial period, Zu Xi’s Jia li and Chen Mingsheng’s Jia [i tie
shi ji chen were the most popular guidance books of rituals followed by Taiwanese.
According to Cheng Kaitai’s preface of Yowentag edition published in Xianfeng 7th
year, the original author of Jia /i tie shi was Cheng Richung, an old scholar who could
not pass the imperial examination. Chen Mingsheng expanded the content and revised
it as Jia li tie shi ji chen. However, the information revealed in the preface was a
mistake.

Several complete editions were found such as Yowentag edition in Xianfeng 7th
year, Tsuifaglou edition in Xianfeng 10th year, Weijingtang edition in Xianfeng 10th
year, Hanbaolou edition, Jinwentang edition. Wongshichao’s collection at Hong Kong
Public Libraries and collection at The Chinese University of Hong Kong Library are
fragments. Researchers erroneously informed that Wongshichao’s collection was a
manuscript and published by Yowentang in Xianfeng 7th year. In fact, Wongshichao’s
collection was block-printed and only second half left, so there is no information

about publication time and publisher.

" This study was financially supported by National Science Council. ( NSC 102-2420-H-005-
001-2R) . The author would like to thank the fellows of Classical Chinese Literature unit,
Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica; Fu Ssu Nien Library;
National Taiwan Library; Shanghai Library; Mr. Chun Kwong Lam, Head of Special
Collections, Chinese University of Hong Kong Library; Ms. Man-ki Yu, Librarian, Hong
Kong Central Library; Ms. Veronica Wong, Librarian, Macao Central Library; and Drs. P.
N. Kuiper, curator of Chinese special ~collections, Leiden University Libraries for
supporting research materials. Thewauthor also would like to thank Professor Yang,
Chin-Lung and Professor Wang, Chung-Wen and two anonymous reviewers for their
helpful comments.

" Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University, Taichung,
Taiwan.
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There are two prefaces in Yowentang edition and only one in other editions. After
analyzing the context, it is obviously that Cheng Kaitai’s preface was written for
Cheng Richung’s Wu jing lei lien instead of Jia li tie shi. The mistake was made by the
bookstore while binding the book. Upon reviewing the people and events in the book,
it is concluded that Jia /i tie shi ji chen was written by a scholar in the year between

Chien Lung and Dao Guang.

Keywords: Chen Mingsheng, Jia li tie shi ji cheng, Cheng Richung
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