$LK P 2R =+ F H(2014) 1
KB 103 £ 6 H HAk

W AN T il —
A () 8 (4% ) e E -
Ml ~ BJAFHEF O

IR B e

v

W &

ASCER B T T b A 22 R ~ TS B R YA BRI BE BT 1
/BB /NS ~ B B LIRS s FEB) o SR s AT ARFN , (Discipline)
BlGm - A I AR IS RN (A PERERRRIDE ) et ARy e
H B IEME S REP CRBRALS L SRR T T ) SR EE
A7 8 B B L R S

RERIE AR BERRS TN 0 BEAR - AH - FIRER] DB B AEE Ry Ay
AVEAERREAFH - AIEEVR » — HERRAELRA P RErv s i - R’
B DU ~ #R I 1E Ca il B rC BBt - (£ EIRAVNRES N RIS M2 2%
B e 8 S 2~ BIRALTS 2% BB AR iR iy ELRCR R - [t nlgE
A A B M AR

!

BRSEER : RLARSS - BLPhar ~ (B - IR IREY] ~ B

TRERE PR R AR RAEREG

247



2 BRPXERE =T R

Restraining Affection with Reason : Gardens,

Boudoirs, and Punishment in 7he Peony
Pavilion and The Dream of the Red Chamber

Chen Li-Ru”

Abstract

This paper investigates the tension between the abstract notions of affection and
reason that were portrayed in the fiction and drama of the Ming and Qing dynasties by
examining the use of tangible elements, such as space, circumstances, and events.
From the modern perspectives of education, and the discipline theory of Michel
Foucault, the training and punishment of women during the period can be seen as the
result of a distorted understanding of Neo-Confucianism, resulting in a fear of
affection and the attempt to suppress it with reason.

Both The Peony Pavilion and The Dream of the Red Chamber glorify affection as
natural and genuine, while disdaining reason as an oppressive and constraining force
which distorts one’s true nature. They also show that any lapse in parental supervision
opens the door to amorous interests and the unforeseen consequences which lie therein.
Thus, the plots develop around the themes of forbidden love and transgression of the
established social order, as well as the resulting apocalyptic insights and personal

tragedies.

Keywords: The Dream of the Red Chamber, The Peony-Pavilion, affection and reason,
Ming and Qing period, discipline

* Adjunct Instructor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University.
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