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Exposition of Z1-Xia’s Scholastic and Moral
Performance

Liu Chin-Hsien*

Abstract

Among the four branches of Confucius, Zi-Xia belonged to “Literary Science”. In
his old age, Zi-Xia even served as the teacher of Marquis Wen of Weli, revealing his
literary and political significance at the time. Since Zi-Xia was known for his literary
knowledge, he was a very knowledgeable man and had alternative explanation on the
method of “studious learning” and “benevolence achieving”. Zi-Xia had dexterous
mind; he can further explain Confucius’s un-illustrated sayings. He observed
Confucius’s words and deeds very thoroughly, so he can always see how things
developed from the first small beings and he believed that a monarch should eliminate
courtiers’ abuses from the very beginning. His study mainly focused on practicing
virtue; asking for knowledge was the next in importance. The conception was just in
line with Confucius’s basic educational direction. His solid virtue practice manner is
worth us to follow and study.

As for the discussion of “poetry” between Zi-Xia and Confucius, which can be
found in “Lun-Yu”, scholars all had diverse explanations. Zheng-Xuan, a
representative Confucian scholar in Han Dynasty, and Zhu-Zi, a representative
Confucian scholar in Song Dynasty, although had opposite opinions, both theories
were drawn from ancient codes and records and had coherence, so the two theories
were able to coexist. Scholar Zhang-Hengqu and Lu-Xiangshan also had different
views, but they views were more sophisticated. Zi-Xia was not only good at the
meaning of “poetry” butalso great at music theory. Once when he was asked about

music theory by the Marquis Wen of Wei, he had very elaborate on the differences
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between ancient music and modern music, virtue tone (read as “De-yin”) and wicked
tone (read as “Ni-yin”), and the need for a monarch to think of courtiers’ diligence by
distinguishing the music. When he went deep into the meaning of “poetry”, explained
clearly about music education, realized the meaning of “Yi-Jing”, and explored the
essence of “Chun-Qiu”, Zi-Xia indeed had his own unique opinions about Confucian
Theory.

Zi-Xia was a major character in delivering the teaching of Confucian Theory. He
had great knowledge and good personality. However, from the teaching that was given
from Confucius to him, conversations between he and his classmates, positioning
opinion about him by Meng-Zi, and evaluations by later generations, one may see
Zi-Xia’s personality was not yet perfect. He was not as serene and real as Confucius
and was not as honest and straight as Ceng-Zi. With highly gifted talent and nature,
direct instructions from a saint for his whole life, Zi-Xia still cannot fully transfer all
these to make up his deficiencies. We as later scholars must be more and further

vigilant.
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