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Literature as defined by whom?- Case analysis
of Supplementary Sections of Nanyang Siang
Pau of Malaysia in 1976

Chou Wen-Loong

Abstract

This paper takes the supplementary sectiondasfyang Siang Paof Malaysia
in 1976 as a case for study and analyzes the contents and literary works of the various
pages in these supplementary sections in the particular year, including fiction, essays,
prose and poetry published in pages suciNaw Women, Fiction World, Readers’
Literature, Other Than Business, Work and Llete. At the outset, the paper attempts
to employ the quantitative analysis method to show how the editors classified the
contents into pure literature and popular literature. Subsequently it analyzes from the
genre perspective how the editors defined ‘literature’ as they had perceived. The paper
then seeks to further its discussion by focusing on a series of questions such as “who
should define literature?”, “who should decide what is considered serious literary?”
etc. On one hand it draws from the history of Ma-hua literature and the evolutionary
traditions of the newspaper supplementary sections to examine the continuing
significance of the supplementary sections of Nanyang Siang@Pdalaysia in 1976.
On the other, it describes the scale of literary writing and the literary ecology in the
particular year from the quantitative methodology to provide an alternative viewpoint
for research on Malaysian Chinese Literature, i.e. using the static research approach to

explore the internal systems ecology of Ma-hua literature.

" Lecturer of Chinese Studies Department, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR), Malaysia.
PhD candidateof ChineseLiterature and LanguageDepartment, XiamerJniversity, P.R.O
China
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