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Interpretation of Wang Chuanshan on Meng
Zi—Ming Tang Zhang
——Based on Du Si Shu Da Quan Shuo

Tsai Chia-He

Abstract

This study suggests the interpretation of Wang Chuanshan on Meng Zi—Ming
Tang Zhang. The thought of Wang is based on the consistency of two sides and heaven
and earth. It is also the reference of the interpretation on learning of Mencius. Heaven
and earth is transformed into justice and desire. Thus, it is different from “keeping
justice of nature and avoiding human desire” in theory of Zhuzi. However, Zhu Xi
interpreted the chapter by “justice of nature and human desire; the same quality and
different percentages”, and was not against the desire. Since human desire opposed by
Zhu Xi is the human desire in negative sense, it is not against the thought of Wang;
Zhu Xi interpreted the chapter by “denying self and observing the proprieties” and
Wang followed the thought. It shows the similarity and difference between theory of
Wang and theory of Zhu Xi. However, interpretation of Wang is “unity of justice and
desire” and it is similar to “fond of beauty and wealth; what difficulty will there be in
your attaining the royal sway” suggested by Mencius. This study explains the

statement.

Key words: justice of nature, human desire, denying self and observing the proprieties,

heaven and earth, yin and yang

" Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Tunghai University.
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