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Pictures of Mountain and Sea Classics in the
Late Ming--Focusing on “Categories of Various
Barbarians”, a Daily Book in Years of Wan-Li

LU Yl-lu®

Abstract

In the Ming, the investigation of Mountain and Sea Classics became
popularized and the trend was shown in the pictures of the said classics published in
the Late Ming. This study will have a thorough investigation on the classic by
focusing on “Categories of Various Barbarians”, a daily book in Years of Wan-Li.

From “New Pictures of Mountain and Sea Classics” and “New Records of
Naked-Beast” done by Wen-Huan Hu, we can find that the classics was divided into
two parts. The former dealt with divine beasts and the latter with various barbarians.
Similarly, “Categories of Various Barbarians had done the same division.

Publishing “Categories of Various Barbarians” was to meet the purposes of the
geographic books, travel logs, and tribute-offering drawings. The records of foreign
people and phenomena were to obtain more knowledge and understand the sciences.
The comparisons between “Categories of Various Barbarians” and Mountain and

Sea Classics also show the sign of natural history in the classics.

Key words: Mountain and Sea Classics, Records of Naked-Beast, Categories of

Various Barbarians, Daily Books, The Late Ming

Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Soochow University
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