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What Kind of Dragon Is Kui Long? An Ancient
Myth as Local Belief in Practice

Chen Yong-chao®

Abstract

In ancient myth, Kui was a functionary of music and Long was a functionary of
language, both of them worked for Emperor Shun, so their names was written in
ancient books and records. In Hunan Province Lanshan Xian, people built temple
for Kui and Long, because people believe that when Emperor Shun went to south of
china, they were functionary of education with Emperor Shun. Afterward people
added the power of pray for rain in the Temple of Kui, and it was probably did by
local gentry, because officials and democracies prayed for rain together in the
Temple of Kui for a long time, so it was become a local belief. People always call
Kui with Long directly in practice, and changed their images from functionary to
general or dragon. At last Kui and Long only could keep their own names, but their
shapes was changed to Pu Sa in this local belief. We can see clearly about some
interaction between local gentry and democracies in the change process of this local
belief.

Key words: Kui Long, local belief in practice, pray for rain,gentry, interaction

Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University
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