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Mythology and Consciousness of Life of the
Moso Tribe Who Live Around the Lake of Lugu
in China

Kanenawa"

Abstract

The Moso tribe, which resides around the Lake Lugu in northeastern part of
Yunnan province, China, is famous for its still-existing maternal family society. The
author intermittently conducted field research in the Moso residential area from
1997 to 2009. Although the initial focus of the research was the structure of their
maternal family system, as the research progressed the focus was shifted to how the
maternal family functions as a part of their social structure. Through this research, it
was found that the Moso tribe experienced some changes in the society due to
tourism and the influence of foreign culture. Even though they have adapted
themselves to the different culture and understood the importance to coexist with
the neighboring tribes, they still maintain their maternal family system and society
that values coexisting with nature.

This paper focuses on tales of the goddess, songs that are dedicated to their
mothers ritual chanting which is used during coming-of-age day celebrations,
ancestor worship and holy mountain worship. This paper also analyzes their
mythology and folk tales to illustrate the consciousness of the Moso tribe toward
their life and family, which was found to be a reflection of their mythology and folk
tales.

The first chapter discusses the tales of the goddess and songs that are dedicated
to their mothers. By analyzing the tales and the songs, it was found that the deity of

the goddess vindicates the rules and tradition of commuting the marital relationship

Associate Professor, The University of Kitakyushu
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called “Zouhun”. The existence of the goddess also contributes in raising the ethnic
consciousness.

The second chapter talks about their consciousness of life and the “households”
of the Moso tribe while focusing on the following four points: 1) The
coming-of-age ceremony and the “songs to celebrate the coming-of-age ceremony”
which shows that the blessings on and expectations of a grown person, and the
moral framework which is necessary to maintain the “households” are shown by
natural providence. 2) Worshiping the god of fire, Zanbala, which is enshrined in
the center of a house and worshiping ancestors are closely related. 3) “Zhilu
chanting” which literally means tracing the route of the ancestors that is used to
send the soul of the dead to the ancestors. This ritual custom contributes to
strengthening family bonds. 4) People believe that worshiping the holy mountains
which are mentioned in the Zhilu chanting brings stability to life in the environment
which they live in. Their belief is closely related to the sense of coexistence with the
nature, which leads us to believe that their lives depend upon the “ spiritual bond of
the family” and “coexistence with nature”.

Researchers of the Moso tribe and knowledgeable local people established The
Moso Culture Preservation Association in 2007. Some young Moso who became
members of the association started to have a deeper understanding of their own
culture. They tend to show great interest in their local religion, Daba, and its rites.

In conclusion, through the analysis of the mythology and the field research it
was found that: 1) The tales of the goddess reflect the rules and their ethnic
consciousness in order to maintain a maternal family system. 2) Strong belief in
worshiping their ancestors shows that they greatly value the succession of the
family. 3) Nature worship is the reflection of the solidarity of the family and
coexistence with nature. Such consciousness is handed down from the root of the

Moso society and it greatly influences their life style.

Key words: Moso tribe, matrilineal family, goddess, coming-of-age ceremony,

ancestor worship, funeral, mountain worship, cultural preservation
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