& TX¥BRE) B TK—2K) —EEEFRRFBEETHEIMELR 1

e rTkmAmil 8 TK—"2xK]1
— O ETERELEA LB IER R

EoHE
#H %

B AMEAEE L ARIAITAGS - AT HE LRI ERERR - K]
FRE KAk KRR » 55 - AGATEE R84 25 -
PUEEREIR IR - R RIS NIE S E AR KA REREE - 78
e R RAHESIRIA RS © R NG —HIEMIT R - MEREREIREE - =
i EE R —RYIBERRRER - i rh B SRS A s TR AR -

A - BUTHRHES ~ T3 R - RYIERE ~ K—4UK - THEEE

T LBRAREHERFHL FEARGHERLEARIARLE o

-55-



2 FtACHEERRIZFE L B

Analyses of Cosmogonic Myths “In the
Beginning was the Bear” and “In the
Beginning was Tai Yi” by QuadrupleEvidence
Methodology2 to Explore the MythicalOrigins
of Confucianism and Taoism

Ye Shu-xian®

Abstract

Cosmogonic myths embodied in those newly unearthed bamboo and silk
manuscripts of the Warring States Period are inclined to take the form of “In the
beginning was the Bear”, which has not yet drawn enough attention from
researchers both at home and abroad. This treatise is untaken to unravel enigmata
wrapped inside the traditional Chinese culture on the solid ground of Quadruple
Evidence Methodology, probing into the formation and significance of this notion,
which has experienced a gradually conceptualized and abstracted evolvement trace,
from prehistoric bear-totem to the non-metaphysical cosmogonic conception of “In
the beginning was the Bear”, and then to the metaphysical perception of “In the
beginning was Tai Yi”.

Key words: You Xiong, bear totem, In the beginning was the Bear, In the
beginning was Tai Yi, Quadruple Evidence Methodology

' Tai Yi: K — ° From the author’s point of view, this term is identified with Da Yi (X —),

TaiYi (K %), Tai Ji (A4%) and Tai Chu (X #7), and they all refer to primeval chaos. In
this treatise Tai Yi (X %) is boldfaced so as to show the distinction with Tai Yi (X —).
Quadruple Evidence Methodology: An entirely new research methodology of
Sinological studies proposed by the author, with attempts at hermeneutics of ancient
Chinese classics. The four-dimensional evidences include: ancient paper texts, unearthed
non-paper texts (inscriptions on bones, tortoise shells and bronze objects, and writings on
bamboo slips and silk cloths), oral traditions and folk customs, as well as excavated
icons.
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KB (KEEERE) MER.

The ancient Greeks and Native Americans
saw these stars as the tail of The Great
Bear - Ursa Major.
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