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The Mythical Color of the Story of Wang Zhaojun in
China and Japan

ABE Yasuki”

Abstract

The legend penetrates into the folk with mythology and fiction through literature.
This is the conclusion | reached when studying the legend of Bao Gong. | now study
the story of Wang Zhaojun and have come to the same conclusion. In the Qing novel

The Romance of Two Phoenixs(1809), the decisive version of the story of Wang Zhaojun

gods such as Nine Heavens Profound Girl protect Wang Zhaojun's chastity. Legend of
Patching Heaven Stone (1830) has other characteristics » Golden Mother made Zhaojun
return to the Han Imperial Court, but Zhaojun-renunciated her life and became a fairy.
Zhaojun Village has the legend of Wang Zhaojun. The modern novel The Secret
Biography of Wang Zhaojun (2005) also quotes. a part-of it. Wang Zhaojun has a
mythical color. A similar work in Japan, "Speaking the Scriptures” Wang Zhaojun
(1669), decribes gods such as Queen Mother of the West and other gods fought against
the country of Hu to snatch Wang Zhaojun. Its plot is similar to Legend of Patching
Heaven Stone, but Zhaojun does not become a fairy. Folk literature is highly fictional,
with characters from different eras from Wang Zhaojun. Emperor Wu, Su Wu, and Li
Ling appeared in Shuangfeng Romance, and Emperor Guangwu, Yan Ziling, Fan Kuai,
and Zhang Liang appeared in Wang Zhaojun. It can be said that mythology and fiction

are the common characteristics of Chinese and Japanese folk literature.

Keywords: Wang Zhaojun's Story, Color of Mythology, Romance of Two Phoenixs,
Scriptures, Nine Heavens Profound Girl, Queen Mother of the West

Significance

* Emeritus professor of Yamaguchi University.
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