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Legends about Vanished Formosan Negritos:
Searching for a Half Century

Young Nan-chung”

Abstract

The indigenous peoples in Taiwan share almost the same legends, such as their
forefathers wandering after a flood, shooting down the burning sun, transformation
between mankind and animals, and the vanished short-statured inhabitants of early
days. Among them, the “pas-taai” festival of the Saisiat people has always been
eminent. But, the other tales about the vanished Formosan Negritos, which have
been transmitted from mouth to mouth by indigenous peoples, are seldom
remembered.

Nevertheless, their existence in Taiwan can still be traced in the misty forests
that cover mountain areas, ruins of old tribes, as well as in the historical documents
that have been preserved since the Dutch occupation of this island in the 17"
century. The continuous transmission of tales by indigenous elders, and more
circumstantial evidence are quite evident to prove that Formosan Negritos once
lived on this island until the early periods of Japanese sovereignty.

It must be admitted that the above-mentioned evidence is now not strong
enough to clear a hurdle of scientific detection. As a result, tales of the life and
death of Formosan Negritos have become a swinging door open to fantasy on one
side, and truth on the other side.

The legend is our cultural heritage, worthy of making a continual effort to
discover the whole truth.

Key words: Negritos, pas-taai, legends, short-statured inhabitants
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