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From Xuan Nii = 4 to Jiutian Xuan Nii { = % *%:

The Transformations of an Ancient Daoist
Goddess

Lee Fong-mao’

Abstract

One common approach to studying Chinese ancient myths is to use textual
materials such as historical documents, scriptural texts, archaeological artifacts, or
in Wang Kuo Wei’ s terms, “secondary evidence”. The mythical figures and their
tales, however, go beyond the above-mentioned limitations. Usually they would be
appropriated, remodeled by local religion and belief, came to be worshiped as gods
and goddesses and have been worshipped as such right up to the present day. Jiutian
Xuan Nii, or the Mysterious Lady of the Nine Heavens, is not only an ancient
Daoist goddess, but a worshiped goddess of the day. Like other mythical figures
adapted by popular religions and rituals, Jiutian Xuan Nii is associated with newly
created miracle tales. By studying these miracle tales, we might be able to
understand how her image changes along the history. Employing the myth of
Guandi to explain the phenomena of myth, or the “tales” or “stories” of the deities,
Prasonjit Duara concluded that they represent a “superscription of symbols” of one
single deity. Drawing how Xuan Ni (or, the Mysterious Lady) transforms into
Jiutian Xuan Nii as an example, however, this paper finds that the image of the
goddess is presented in books of various kinds, such as the Weft texts, book of

marshal arts, the Daoist Canon, magic, and folklores. According to the present paper,

2, ¢

Xuan Nii’s “original image” * 48 is a sacred messenger between Heaven and Earth.

As time moves on, the goddess undergoes various transformations of image,

Research fellow in the Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy at Academia
Sinica °
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assuming different cultural functions and beginning to be worshiped by all walks of
life. The present author synthesizes various sources, including newly created
characters found in narratives, and explores the symbols superscribed in the texts.
Eventually, the author discovers that Jiutian Xuan Nii as a sacred messenger or
mediator is mostly associated with the Yellow Emperor. The myth of the Yellow
Emperor is constantly on the change, but Jiutian Xuan Nii’s role remains intact.
That is to say, as a mythical figure, Xuan Nii’s original image remains as such while
her transformed images vary. And these varied images reveal the multiplicity of a

mythical figure.

Key words: Xuan Nii (342Z, or Mysterious Lady), the Yellow Emperor 77, the
Weft texts #5325, the Daoist Canon, book of marshal arts, the original
image AHH, the transformed image(s)$&#HH
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