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Astronomy and Humanity:
The Functions and Meanings of the Sun and
Moon Portraits in Han Tombs

Liu Hui-ping”

Abstract

The history of Chinese astronomy in Han dynasty is a crucial period. In the
same way, there are sky diagrams of sun, moon, and stars on the roof of Han tombs.
Those sky diagrams of sun and moon in Han tomb, not only symbolize they sky or
heaven of “mini-universe” in Han tombs, but also reflect people’s realization and
imagination of “astronomy” in Han dynasty.

In those sky diagrams, if simplify the related motifs, the portraits of the sun and
moon are indispensable. In particular, most of those sun and moon portraits, which
symbolize people’s realizations of astronomy, can’t reappear to the true, objective
and correct sky scientifically. Otherwise, they appear by the imagination of
“humanity” through the ancient myths. For example, in the most of the Han tombs
arts, there is a bird in the sun or a toad, hare or tree in the moon. Through some
related documents and the appearance of the sun and moon portraits in the tombs,
those sun and moon portraits in Han tombs are not only the inheritance and
appearance of ancient myths, but also the belief, cosmology, and yin-yang thought

in Han dynasty.

Key words: Portraits in Han, Sun, Moon, Astronomy, Myth, Yin-Yang
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