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Interpretation of Yizhuan’s Commentary on Gua
Yao Ci on the Methodology,Utility and Form

Chao Hsin-Ting

Abstract

The paper studies into the interpretation of Yizhuan’s commentary on Gua yao ci and
attempts to present the methodology, utility and form of Yizhuan’s commentary on Gua yao ci
through the exploration of the following questions: What is the interpretive methodology of
Yizhuan’s commentary on Gua yao ci? Which respects or what kinds of interpretive utility
have this methodology reached? Any particular formula or type of writing form has Yizhuan
applied to present this methodology? Is the formula or writing form, if any, related to the
interpretive utility? Also, does the external interpretive form help to convey the internal
thoughts and reasoning of Yizhuan? The paper attempts to establish (or display?) a holistic
perspective of the methodology, utility and form of Yizhuan’s commentary on Gua yao ci
through detailed and deliberate induction and analysis. Moreover, the paper refers to the
interpretive theory of the Chinese classics proposed by senior scholars. Through this research,
the paper also intends to manifest the typical and particular position Yizhuan’s commentary

has attained in the Chinese commentary tradition.

Key words: Yizhuan, Gua yao ci, Interpretive Methodology, Interpretive Utility, Interpretive

Form
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