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The Theory of Policy-Making and Change-Tackling
in We1 Xi’s Zuo Zhuan Jing Shi Chao

Yang Ping-Nan"

Abstract

Wei Xi (1624-1680) was born in an era of dynasty transition. As an avid reader of Zuo
Zhuan since his youth, he later taught Zuo Zhuan when leading a secluded life in Mountain
Cuiwei, Jiangxi Province. During the two decades of his teaching, he explored the
implications for government administration embedded in Zuo Zhuan and his collected
findings were published in Zuo Zhuan Jing Shi Chao.

Zuo Zhuan Jing Shi Chao is a book complied from a series of discussions conducted by
Wei Xi to inspire his pupils to see things with panoramic perspectives. The events in Zuo
Zhuan such as Shi Que’s putting Zhou Xu and Shi Hou to death, Zi Chan’s burning the treaty,
and Zi Pi appointing Zi Chan as the premier serve as perfect exemplifications for Wei Xi to
illustrate to his pupils his thinking about the theory of policy-making and change-tackling.

This essay first tells about Wei Xi’s personal background and his book, then introduces
the intellectual and political ambiance of Wei Xi’s contemporary. The aim of this essay is to
scrutinize Wei Xi’s thinking about policy-making and change-tackling in Zuo Zhuan Jing Shi
Chao through the examples used in his teaching. Zuo Zhuan Jing Shi Chao has proved to the
world that Wei Xi is not only an erudite historian but also an inspirational mentor who excels
in his academic field and distinguishes himself in understanding the infrastructure of

politics.

Key words:Zuo Zhuan, Wei Xi, Zuo Zhuan Jing Shi Chao, Shi Que, Zi Chan

" Associate Professor of General Education Division, ROC Air Force Academy.
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