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Liu Shipei’s Social Application of Jingxue

Tseng Sheng-Yi

Abstract

This is a discussion of the engagement in social reformation activities by Liu Shipei
using his ideology in Jingxue studies. Liu Shipei is a famous scholar in Jingxue studies,
whose main academic ideology basing on Chunqiu Zuozhuan. During late Qing dynasty, when
traditional academic was challenged by western thoughts, his discussions no longer confined
to Zuozhuan or ancient texts and Jingxue, neither to the differentiation of ancient and modern
literatures, but rather with the purpose of defending traditional values, and to resist western
studies by exerting the national culture. Thus beside inheriting his family learning,
emphasizing the ritual thoughts of Zuozhuan, he also involved in political commentary by
using the ideology of Gongyang, unleashing the idea of saving the country in Chunqiu. When
elaborating the traditional academy, he placed particular emphasis in the demand of the period,
using Jingxue to face the change of the world, teaching the people, initiating moral standards
and political systems in line with the times.

There are numerous precise elaborations on the engagement of Liu Shipei in political,
social and cultural activities by various scholars. The emphasis of this article is on the
connection of his ideology in Jingxue studies and related opinions, using this to study the
basis of his discussions, and the purpose of his enthusiastic participation in social reformation,
thus hoping to present the actual feeling of his effort in saving the world and the

characteristics of his academic ideology.

Key words: Liu Shipei, late Qing dynasty, Jingxue, Zuozhuan, traditional academic
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