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The Innovation of Initial

Peng Hsin-Yi

Abstract

Adding a velar nasal (n-) in which a word has a zero initial (¢-) originally as a
brand-new initial is the mainstream of Chinese linguistic development. This phonetic trait can
be found in Mandarin, Xiang and Gan dialects. The occurrence of the new
initial 1 is easily to be seen before some [-high] vowels such as 0, a and e. The initial 1 is
also trending to disappear before some high vowels such as i, y and u.In this article, we will
discuss the phonetic motivation of adding and losing initial . From those dialectal diversities,

we can get a clear-cut understanding of initial 1.

Key words: initial j , Mandarin, Xiang, Gan

" Part-Time Lecturer, Chinese Language of National Tai-Chung Institute of Technology.
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