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The elegies of Tang dynasty emperors
—————— The way Tang courtiers showed sorrows for
their emperors in “All Tang poetry”™

Cheng Yia-Fen"

Abstract

Death is the destination which human can not refuse to reach, even he is an emperor.
This article took the angle of literature to analyze the internal thinking and external
appreciation of beauty which is released by the poetry written by Tang courtiers for mourning
over their emperors. Based on the analysis, we found out that most of these elegies took the
style of “Five—character— regulated-poem” or “Three poems as a whole”, and Yu-Hsi Liu’s
eight elegies about three Tang emperors made him the highest production writer. We can see
sort of connections between these poems and their writer’s political experience, while the
political situation and how desirable the Tang emperors are for becoming celestial also
included. Because of the desire for being immortal, these poets mentioned a lot about
Taoism’s “Taking pills of immortality”, and Confucianists’ “Three immortality” was also
frequently used to approve the emperors’ achievements. As to the allusion on death, Tang
poets love to take the images of dusk, falling sun, and the ding hu dragon’s leaving. And

images of “Pine and cypress”, “jia and xiao”(Chinese musical instruments), imperial guards,

and imperial canes are also taken a lot.

Key words: Tang dynasty, (Classical) portry , elegies, memorial poetry, emperors
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