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Comment on the image of the personages in the Lee
Chi’s Association Poems and their historical value

Lee Chien-Kun

Abstract

The so-called “Association poems” include all sorts of poems, such as the present for
reward, the response, the present for send-off, and association with literati. In the more than
80 association poems of Lee Chi, most of them are as the present for reward and send-off.

When Lee Chi was writing association poems, he was different from the other poets who
put emphasis on lyric, farewell. Lee Chi was fond of portrayal of the unique character,
outstanding aspirations and peculiar behavior of his associate friends. It was, moreover, good
for both narration and writing, and was rich in typical meaning, with regard to the description
of image of personages, it had a lot of characteristics.

By means of the observation on this article, the most remarkable among Lee Chi’s
association poems was his reciprocation to the personages of idiosyncrasy, and most of these
personages were in the Kaiyuan and Tienpao Ages of Tang Dynasty, their characteristics
appeared vividly in the Lee Chi’s description in writing and something like their presence.
Furthermore, he described his friend poetry more detailed whose excellent accomplishment,
bumpy career, and so he was not afraid of annoyance that the personage’s image and
personality were then more remarkable.

From the Lee Chi’s association poems, we may be appreciate the beauty of personages in
the prosperous age of the Tang Dynasty, besides, it is good for Chinese literary historian to
observe and study the personages in Kaiyuan and Tienpao period in Tang Dynasty by medium
of the accomplishments stated in some poems. In view of the reason mentioned above, these

poems have certain literary history value.

Key words: LEE CHI, association poems, image of personages

" Professor, Department of Chinese, Tunghai University
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