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The Effect and Role That Su Zhe Played In Yuanyou
Party Conflicts

Tu Mei-Yun'

Abstract

As one of the Eight Great Literary Masters of the Tang and Song, Su Zhe was
well-known for his éclat in literature. However, there is no doubt that he is a great literator,
but at the same time he also was an extraordinary politician. Su Zhe had accomplished the
peak of his political career as a chancellor in Zhezong, Northern Song Dynasty’s Yuanyou era.
But at this period of time, as a member of the party of Shu, Su Zhe had faced the most
complicated political dilemma.

Su Zhe had involved in plenty of difficulties and parties contend between Sin Dang and
Jiou Dang; and the conflict between the “Jiou Dang” and the “Luo-Shu-Suo Dang”. In this
special age, the alternation of Sin Dang and Jiou Dang was a big trial of his politic mind and
challenging his politically position.

Therefore, the main direction of this article would be lay to start with a political angle,
and treat some political problems and contends between each parties in Zhezong, Northern
Song Dynasty’s Yuanyou era. And also canvass what favorable and unfavorable turned in Su
Zhe’s political life while he got involved into the eddy of the party conflicts; the way he
reveals his intellect in the court; to emphasize Su Zhe’s achievement in the political area by

analyzes his specific exploits and influences to politics in Song Dynasty.

Key words: Song Dynasty, Su Zhe, Yuanyou Dang-jeng, Sin-Jiou Dang-jeng, Luo-Shu-Suo
Dang-jeng.
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