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On the Inconsistence in Hsiin Tzu’s Thought

Lee Jer-Shiarn”

Abstract

Hsilin Tzu is a very important figure in the Pre-Ch’in Confucian School, and is most
famous for his claim that “human nature is evil.” However, this claim is also the most
controversial in Hsiin Tzu’s thought.

About the studies of Hsiin Tzu, both Chinese and American scholars have made great
contributions. Nevertheless, scholars in the study of Hsiin Tzu have different ideas on the
meaning of the doctrine of Human nature that is evil and have explored the inconsistence
among Hsing-e doctrine and other texts in the Hsiin Tzu.

The purpose of this paper is to solve the problems mentioned above in order to have

better understanding of Hsiin Tzu’s thought.

Key words: Hsiin Tzu, Theory of Human Nature, Human Nature is Evil, Conscious Activity,
Sense of Duty.

" Professor, Graduate School of Chinese Studies, National Yunlin University Science & Technology
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HESRAE T DL EIRTE R - i > B HE SRR E LM M2 0 ILH
FHA SO 2 — BB T T A5 am AL LR AR B B S g - Horp > B
PEEERMAE P EEGHREHE - (—) (EH) & (2 G B (=) (B =
gesh - A (1) Tl FLBEERER () (KD R TRy B - K1tk -
ASCE LS EE Frig iy — 2 g MR BRI LA A ~ Rl > HHAEN RS 2451
(T ) SR AT B AIR BL - 7 ERELLRER R 1 L A eV R « Zkor sl -

R TEAZTA

(—) (EH) R k&
HAE (EHD gl AEEEBZARERAZ "THE > HEH

KRKERmEA  TREAMSEI BB Aomei AFTR AL Hi T
B A RRARTRE  WAZA  ATZH  mEBAA L2 8 Ak

BE o TR o AMTARREE? B & & » T RARRIT 28+ & o

e BARIE b o 78 T F iR AR AR B NAE & SETSE 3, (innate moral sense » 3§ ) © '

' Donald J. Munro, “A Villain in the Xunzi,” in Philip J. Ivanhoe ed., Chinese Language, Thought, and
Culture: Nivison and His Critics (Chicago: Open Court, 1996),p.198.
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A EBGET IR AER > AR RIS T 28 - b—3iR R T 2 M Em R e &
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GHAMEBE > RAZIFAMAL > TEMAEMAFL > THEZMEAL - KA A
ZFFABAE > ERA_RMmELEL  AELAHE - SABBAHBATF_Lmid
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A FERRAS -

e - AHE - B BREBIESANE - KRR - A TR & R
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BT HR R AT [ B - (LR SR E e R i 5 - RIRDUR - T

* Munro, The Concept of Man in Early China (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1969), p.77.

* David S. Nivison, “Xunzi on Human Nature,” in Bryan W. Van Norden ed., The Ways of
Confucianism: Investigations in Chinese Philosophy (Chicago: Open Court, 1996), p.206.

* Eric Hutton, “Does Xunzi Have a Consistent Theory of Human Nature?” in T. C. Kline T and
Philip J. Ivanhoe eds., Virtue, Nature and Moral Agency in the Xunzi (Indianapolis/Cambridge:
Hackett Publishing Co. Inc., 2000), p.222.
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ARERR DAt g - BB T2, Rt &E s > kit > & T HE—H
ZEREST - HIBWMIEME] - ik > HFEE - T A &R - e/ EE ANZE]
W # TE ) B RRREZART) > I T IREANE > K  ERF I —BERA (H
F) Z3ORT > RGBS A HEE - X Tl FHEZEEE T > Al 2 Hik
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FRBIFE  FiFHE 0 vdFek o SAFA BRI 0 AW ANMAZI NS

® Nivison, “ Critigue of David B. Wong, ¢ Xunzi on Moral Cultivation,”” in Chinese Language,
Thought, and Culture, p.324.

7 Hutton, p.222.

¥ Hutton, pp.222-224.

° Hutton, p.224.
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BLRE R LERMAZAHTDERBR ) - B TNE - AMRZRELEEAR
AE ~ BB KAERLZ O - I —EHHAI— AR 8Pl - K2 > J1Eg ERIE
SEYIMERIRERZ 0 - KL - AZFEREEEEN ARGEINE - T NZAT LIRS E
FH o QAIFER AN BAREREZG » WRERZLEIE N AT LR N AE (essence) = HH T
At L R R B - A HRBALFORABAEEEET]  gefilEdE ~ ZE
peRERETT > AT LURBRIE NZ TR A - FrDIE BN EE N - HEH -

AZFTABAHZ L ? 8 ARFHL - ik > EdmskIE > H sk s
HWHMBE > RAZIFAMAL > REARARE L THEZFARL - KA A
ZFFABAE > ERA_RMmELd  AEAHE -  SABRBAHAEAF_Lmid
o R BTRAEE ARAR - MAZIFIRBAE  EHRE_Emaetd
AEHHE - REBRALTF maXTFTIH AEmET L0 HKABER
Ao HERNY P
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g ol BRI AT DU AR > SERMAZHE "5, HEH

KKA RAk » ERA A GRAom LK AHR AL A T
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B BT RRBRL o AMTIAREBE? B 0 2 T RRT 28 Ko

Sk~ kAR Em A - FEAEEa AR - @ECE ISR - AR
B ~ G4 FARHAHEMN e/ NE - /A7 BT ABIH - ERAZ
HEME - WAEHERCKRE - HETFHELSS > DS "0 ERKEBIMER
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(=) (i) Fitz
HTHE () MR

RAFRMUZEH  AhfZBLHF Aoz BEXRELEA - SR KBEAI X
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UL - HLDUR ) 7 R A NS S8 LDl 2 MR AR P S -

REFHIIRELRy > N MR B A - i A Ryix - BEARIRRMEANIE - EREA I
R BRI CER - BB OAIRMR T Sl Tz 4RI B P B R
ISV -

SHEfHE— [ > Hutton DURs » &) TS ZRFERERNETZ — > hEsdhE K
e B AMEADA Y - (HELETEELE —Bhft - JEMER B EHR Tl E P > A am
R —ikoy  HEWAZANAE - Kt > & BATEHREEAE TS A2 HE
ERYRTE -

HE 51X "B BERNZHAE A (Eid - =) 1F T AAZBEAR T,
FHAE - b AR (R - SR R TR B T T RERE - M
HFAE (MDD TOMEEELZEE - A TR B ARTLURE » BB A TERATLL
AUCFIRIEZE - o Ik A1 BIAA TR ZRBAIRE ST ARBIE Tk oo THE " A1, 30
O RoFBH0 = PERALLZ F BRI BRAIER - MRS T Ry B RS - WL

T 3 (e AEE) (s e 1987 &) F 680

28 Munro, “ A Villain in the Xunzi ”, p.198.
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% Hutton, pp.229-231.
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O WA EGEERE SR - NIMER T - it Bl MR P

BeAh - HEAEEE ~ BEOOREIRCBE /L > MWIEASEFTRE - JREEEIEAZ
AE - KL FHERIEE A - FROAAEMNIE ZCE8GERE > MIPEFEREEY (R
R BEEMBAEESR > R ML S AGIR - #55Z  IRBLLEZ 0w
e - wTH e BT > BTN E AR HIERIEE

(=) (EE) R &
HTAE (5B =

RS BEIZIBRTHE ARTEIWML  BHEZE RTFTXRFEL X
W2 KO HANTFE AZFEAMEE  HKfm > RTHEARARIE S §hmasg -~ R
RARBEES-HFMEF R ATEL? RE -HTR?2 MG~ RM7FL289 1 &
BEHE - HEEAAEBL M REELAFTTEL o AP ETH?
B g FE8 ARl AZFIFHML? B 1K R BERL -

G EARBES D0 T NI 2 H s - g - BEED - BAAMBERE
g~ 3 R BEET - AROPERREEEHER KA ~ RN > B ERLZ
EEMPE e E—ME > Hutton 70k » "7 | TR BRI o 7€ (GEB) FhE
L ERSORES o IRBIBR AT DU H - AP B2 ra s A e I AR AR T - 1Mo
R A BARMEZ ARG CEH 2 NS SR R H % o PHutton AT S H2 K -
o HLFTHE o [ R B 1~ P T e R 1 e 2

(1Y) "y FZ BRI
AR (PR JE e

AR LE B b e TR TEMRIEAZF A o oo A %
H o RANTEAZL  FEHAENAZIML -

SCHETE TR R T AR 28 RTRUR OISR - T (SR A
#

** Munro, A Villain in the Xunzi”, p.198.
> Hutton, p.227.
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FITERREL "% FHE RS - W a F2EH - CEHERECBR BB EEEENE - 4
TR " AR, & Th, 7 BHVRKR  RAGEGERCHEESHE - E-T8
*Eﬁﬁﬁjgmfﬁﬁﬁéﬁ% MR IA R — R S DIFOi 2 - Qe E A

B MRLEE - HIER RS Bk NEE DRV —FE oo

IR RS o A NEE - BRI ~ T2 h i e - THEE TR
BHEREEEZ TEMR ﬁﬁﬁ?éﬁ’\”ﬁ%?T%ESEEEBEI"“”E&ZE?E

1 (HF) o BARREEFEGEE > mbEREE AT THHE LR E
R TR FHHEESM - E(E ) R T TR T TR L EE A TR
FZHRBARFIHB S XA EEPﬁ*B%aﬁ T FHEEEEAERZRI] 0 E
278 T H kg H Ok rh 2 FIEEM - PSaEmanT ¢

B TERZ L, RN E

7

XA EXFAREHLIE DL oA SR £ A AHZ
Moo X IF N B VIR R BT BARBOAZIEEZE o o B
B A /E'%IE‘: CRREE MBEREZE o EAMAEZIF o EAMAEZIE
ZAT e IR FnZ EAEBZ Jn s Jn T A BIA - FIAARZI AARBIR S

OB dt o MABIE 20 o BB oo TR LI EAFL  THIZ /L4 Y

SIschs e T TS TR TR T TT '—%DJ R STREL TR
Ty HFRAANER TR "B L—HEHRELAS FZE Llﬁb?%k@ﬁﬁlﬁt

BB (FIFT)(® i g 1974& ) F 17

7 % % (definition)- 37 > fFEF TRHE | & TR > 2 ¥ H2Z 23RN~ 228 23929

B &N ifﬁ'fi“ﬁ' ¥o oz *H WEELFTITL R EE e 2R EL I (FLE)

(oa T Ex2 T %9 051974 &) F 221 -

730 T2 473 & | (intellectualism) 2 L#F Eie RS A LA frIR Ay (intellect) g2 8

A%k e FAFTERBF (T EFEHL) (L& R %FE 1976 & )0 | 218

3" A.S. Cua, Ethical Argumentation - A Study in Hsiin Tzu S Moral Epistemology (Honolulu. University
of Hawaii Press, 1985), pp. 104 -105.
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AL > RABKR HBEMMAE  FEERRERE  LAZFRE - FB &
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RzERE

Xz DREgE T TR T RIE T RELTREB D TRE, TR F
wmAEREETHERH T 288 TURRCHE  BIEESAT T ER -

3~ fEAT TRIER ) RN ES

ITEER > RARKELATHE  dwT > BITHESER - TR ER  FHEELATH
ISR ER LT 554 mAmbe AT 584 mAzL  AwmBE S E L
AR EL LAIRKAAE > FAIRAMARTEE ok ATHERE T4
EEEIZ kR EHE2 ) BENIE R —— TR mEZ > FAwik
BRI EBEN FERRIE  FEXRRELE A R BITH
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F o AT At =R FlZ ARSI RE

4~ fEF TR R NER
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ME  m&kEENFRFAACE HER S NEEHEACEANE -

ERAETER TR ZHE - ATH NI =BG SO B -

RITHF T hER  ThET BB T B ALY - 2RA@EA -
AR AR AERHE > BIRTMR  BEDL T B RS - HAKF TR
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Akl o Y

BEL RAR? 8B C B ARERIAR  RBEIPTEIL 0 HRE 0 FEEL  BALIER
Ao BEAR? B AR ERAAR > EHKBAKRL S RHEZEL > BB
SEAL S BELIERFA c HAR? B fFHBI A 0 kMBI RXHLEZHRL 0 &
VAE 0 BEVAEL 5 B ALIE M o !

AT BAZBREBA L LAZBRELBR BT &ML EHHLBAT -

48

(FFmE) FSLe

TARF (FFEIE)(opr T FE2EE 1977 &) F 53556740
PAEE 2D

TAFF k)

172



RAEFHER  REFTHRE  BEFATHL T

BE=RISCF HER TR CHARE - HETLURREGET - HEKE—ERS
L ERERIDBHEHAER - M tbR B ER - ARSI ST < H e E & EE - g
Atz —Ymsmng R - JRRIRGE U2 B ARANE - B A2 iR Bl B S5 ST A 3R L
W KL HTRTRREL TR MERMECK IR TR HE THEA L ME -

WL > T NZaER ) BIEAZaE B MEARES  ZEARULME - M E R
& TR BARMER - CEE T IEREMRERRR T B LR REEEEN - 6
S N AR AR - T (R ) < EFERMMA T RANZ2 ) L% SURAZER
FFREEZ AR > HEARIER - A EEZ RS > FIHBER > AR ERay - AlAl
"AZEFER ) ZBEE (R ) L SEEAIET S LT -

= . 3

R T 23T DI R R B N B3k - HA R SO — S i E 155+
i E AL - AR SR AT )G - o~ SNEFFRZFREE R (—) AT
12 (ER]) gl ABEEBEZARERALZ "THE ) & BRI - A1 FRA4K
BAENFEETEER - A £ (8D J o HEH - At G - SERs2i
K o 4RIt AIFE (1) LS8R HER T BHEER S © AR > REEHASLZ 0T 0\
Ao ANEESECARFERACE T8, T3 BB - 689 - 06 T3 BER AEE %R
B ARIIRETERRE Rt - B EER P R

(=) BRI G ) T3] DURE T R AR HAE -t B A
FIE o AR ARIBASLZ 34T > AL IR O RETEE R B E AT E R &
AE - Ftk - BEPEEEAEETS - (=) R HARE (BB a5 Dy ABARE
i~ FEEN > AROUSHRLSREEERAEN - WERN > mEEECEEHTE -
SRRRAN Hutton FT 5 > AMIATERES - O AFTRE 8 - TIRiER - #5EEE
AR ~ NTERIEELT -

() Bk (D K (%) B T FEEERENE  BBRFEH
MFE - HE " ARy & "l 18 CHT) FhE5AMNE M "7k, < T 0E
IR T < G - Rt - B R EIRR - PSR - (1) Bt - (Kim)

CANZEAER 4] BRSSO R < R R B IEARSCE - B ECE T ) TR
Fo THAR ) F T AZ@WER ) BffAZaE L ERCEE - Z2ERMLME » i
i T R, RARMEY > L (Rim) < EEWIETE R -

S CEREE T
P Az (I oL E) F 5561 ¢

173



16 #XFXEHRE =+ =

fie L dHSFE - SMREF IR R B TS o A E E AR > 2Ri
Bt rh ~ SN AT L [l - AT DABE RN 25 B ) 1 R o R A B R M B G T
Hh - BEFT RIS ICEIE - HHYVE T RV AR B IE - JER i E 28

N &

174



W

*ZH

— iy

Tk (TR (Bt + BXCEIER - 1977 4) -

R CRTRE) (Gt - B24&R - 19794 ) -

TE - CaT S 6 ) (GAL : SC# AL - 2005 ) -

TE (7L - Tl ) e HBAER) (Bt SCf ik - 1994 £8) -
BGE - RS R ) (G RFEEIERE > 1987 4 ) -

LR (FLaaEE) (B4t B24FRK > 1990 ) -

s (RTatge) (Bt - rBsEIERE - 1974 4) -

REFHE - (R Tamtk) (Gt B24:F ) - 19874 ) -

Wl (REESR) (Bdb - FERCUEFESES L > 1974 5) -

B34

Cua, A.S., Ethical Argumentation : A Study in Hsiin Tzu’s Moral Epistemology (Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 1985).

Dubs, Homer, Hsun-tze : the Moulder of Ancient Confucianism(London : Arthur
Probsthain, 1927).

Dubs, Homer, The Works of Hsun Tze(London : Probsthain,1928).

Hutton Eric, “Does Xunzi Have a Consistent Theory of Human Nature?” in T. C.
Kline I and Philip J. Ivanhoe eds., Virtue, Nature and Moral Agency in the
Xunzi (Indianapolis/Cambridge: Hackett Publishing Co. Inc., 2000), pp.220-236.

Kline IIT ,T.C. and Philip J. Ivanhoe eds., Virtue, Nature and Moral Agency in the
Xunzi (Indianapolis/Cambridge : Hackett Publishing Co. Inc. ,2000).

Knoblock, John, Xunzi : A Translation and Study of the Complete Works, vols.
1-3( Stanford : Stanford University Press,1988-1994).

Munro, Donald J. ,“A Villain in the Xunzi,” in Philip J. Ivanhoe ed., Chinese Language,
Thought, and Culture: Nivison and His Critics (Chicago: Open Court, 1996), pp.193-201.

Munro, Donald J., The Concept of Man in Early China ( Stanford : Stanford University
Press,1969 ) .

Nivison, David S.,Xunzi on Human Nature”,in Bryan W. Van Norden ed.,The Ways of
Confusianism : Investigations in Chinese Philosophy ( Chicago : Open Court,1996) ,pp.
123-141.

175



18 X XEH|E =+ =

Nivison, David S., “ Critigue of David B. Wong, ¢ Xunzi on Moral Cultivation,’” in Chinese
Language, Thought, and Culture.

Schwartz, Benjamin 1., “Hsun Tzu: The Defense of Faith”,in The World of Thought in Ancient
China ( Cambridge,Mass. : Harvard University Press,1985) ,pp. 290-320.

176





