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L1 muh tarng supports Luh Jeou-yuan and Wang
Yang-ming’s learning

Chiang Yi-Tai"

Abstract

In early periods of Ching Dynasty, there is full of adoration of Chu-His’s learning in
academia. Only Li muh-tarng pays tribute to Luh Jeou-yuan and Wang Yang-ming’s learning
in disregard of common current customs. So Li is commended as “the most important scholar
of studying to Luh and Wang’s learning throughout the Ching Dynasty.”

This paper tries to survey Li’s opinions to Luh and Wang’s learning by two ways of
practice and historic records. Li’s studies focus mainly on human relations, so he emphasized
people’s ethical practice. According this, he claims that learning is based on deeds, not on
reading and discussing. To protecting learning of Luh and Wang, Li studies from historic
records. He re-examined Chu-His’s amendment of The Great Learning. Then to discerning
that Luh and Wang’s learning are both not Zen. Finally, he tried to prove that Chu’s theory is
different to Luh’s in early periods, but they are the same in late periods. Li’s goal is to

promote people back to the path of practice that respects a man's moral character.

Key words: Li muh tarng, practice personally what one preaches, Luh Jeou-yuan and Wang

Yang-ming’s learning

" Graduate Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University
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