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The Possible Thinking Methods of Zhu Xi
When Observing the Q1 before It Manifests

Yang Ya-Fei’

Abstract

For the reason of Li Tung’s instruction * Zhu Xi paid attention to observing the Qi before
it manifests as either happiness, anger, sorrow, or joy. In this study, we concentrated on the
question-consciousness. The first, we presented some turning points of Zhu Xi’s opinions
about this issue. The next, we examined the possible thinking methods of Zhu Xi when it
came to the issue, and explored the conclusions Zhu Xi had different from others.

In this study, we offered two possible thinking methods, knowledgeable-oriented and
practicable-oriented. By the way of knowledgeable orientation, Zhu Xi talked about the issue
with two complicated meanings. Different from others, Zhu Xi placed the status of “Emotion”,
solving the confrontation between “Mind-heard” and “Nature”.

By the way of practicable orientation, Zhu Xi obviously adjusted his conception. In the
former times, Zhu Xi observed himself in the real puzzles of moral faith and thoughts. But

latter on, Zhu Xi observed and practiced himself in daily life.

Key words: Zhu Xi, Question-consciousness, The Doctrine of Mean, Observing the Qi Before
It Manifests As Either Happiness, Anger, Sorrow, or Joy, Knowledgeable-

oriented,Practicable-oriented

" PhD, Department of Chinese, National Kaohsiung Normal University
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