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The Political Parable of “The Smiling, Proud
Wanderer” And The Reformation of
Ming Pao Daily(1962 - 1969)

Chan So-Man~  Fung Chi-Wang"~

Abstract

Based on the “The Smiling, Proud Wanderer” which was serialized in Ming Pao Daily

has from 1967 to 1969, this thesis highlights the following by studying the critics of Jin Yong,
Ming Pao Daily in the 60s, Ming Pao Monthly, the historical facts of the 1967 Riots in Hong
Kong, and the Great Cultural Revolution(1966-1976) in China:

1.

Jin Yong established his general view of the political situation in China after the incident of
the flood of refugees from China in 1962. He completed “Du Shi Sui Bi” (& $2[E5E), which
was full of political parables at that time.

. Ever since October 1964, Jin Yong no longer criticized the politics of China in a direct way.

He began to use odic plots in his novels.

. Jin believes that both Ming Pao Daily and martial arts fiction are filled with the spirit of

upholding justice and righteousness. It was not difficult for the readers of Mind Pao Daily
at that time to be aware of Jin’s political stand and they would easily associate the relation
between his critics and his novels in Ming Pao Daily.

. Besides the description of the conflicts of authority, Jin Yong has also arranged a few plots

to satirize the Cultural Revolution in “The Smiling, Proud Wanderer”. Nevertheless, Jin
Yong has omitted some of these depictions in the revised edition, which weaken the irony
to the Cultural Revolution in the first edition of this novel.

This thesis firstly depicts the transformation of Ming Pao Daily in the 60s, then it

attempts to reveal that how the political views and fictions of Jin Yong turned from “political

neutrality” to “political criticism or sarcasm”, and explicates the meaning of the connections

in between.
Key words : Jin Yong, The Smiling Proud Wanderer, Ming Pao Daily, Ming Pao Monthly,

Political Parable

" Instructor, School of Arts & Social Sciences, The Open University of Hong Kong
“ Instructor , Chinese Civilisation Centre, City University of Hong Kong
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