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A Discussion of Yang Wen-hui’s

“Mencius Fa Yin”

Zhu Wen-Guang "

Abstract

Yang, Wen-hui ( 532 » 1837-1911 ), also known as Yang, Ren-San ( £5{=[1] ),
played an important role in the revival of modern Buddhism. The purposes of this
paper are to discuss the main ideas in “Mencius Fa Yin” ({( & F2[&)) and to
understand the relationships between the schools of thought of Buddhism and
Confucianism. Yang, Wen-hui attempted to interpret this book of Confucian thought
from the viewpoint of Buddhism. Through this work, Yang, Wen-hui showed the
differences in the levels of Buddhist and Confucian thought, highlighting the
“higher” aspects of Buddhist thought. This is similar to the concept of “hermeneutical
circularity” put forth by Western philosophers. “Hermeneutical circularity” involves
the relationships of an article in its entirety and in its parts, the relationships between
reader and author and the relationships between the ancient and the modern. Although
there are large differences in Buddhist and Confucian thought, a better understanding
of both can be gained through their interaction. Yang, Wen-hui was able to pinpoint
the inadequacies in thinking found in “Mencius Fa Yin” and gained insights into

Buddhism through the reading and analysis of “Mencius Fa Yin”.
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