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"The mother and child", "the ravine" and "the
running water": a research about the archetype of

the Great Mother and the female images in "Lao

Tzu

Chen Chang-Yuan’

Abstract

"Lao Tzu" has constructed the core of the Taoism thought. He utilized vocabularies
such as "the mother", "the son", "the water", "the river", "the sea", "the brook" or "the
valley" to describe "the Dao" concrete. Researchers have recognized the importance of
the utilization to the negative words in "Lao Tzu" and attended to its significance. They
thought that is an important characteristic in its analogical skill. This kind of words and
expressions centralism utilization had its special significance. It is a good way to
deepen the understanding and the annotation about the ideological content of "the Dao
theory" by analyses these analogy skill and utilization. This is still need to discuss
more.

Prof. Liu Hsiao-gan synthesized the predecessor argument, proposed a theory
named "the cultural symbol mark". His reading and interpretation about "Lao Tzu" is so
creative and full of modernity. It is a pity that Prof. Liu did not get a further display to
its content and the significance. This article hoped steps outside the traditional
philosophy thought so that we can make the supplement to the theory about it’s content

and significance. We also enable it to obtain in the psychology the realization, confirms

Part-time Lecturer, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University
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its explanation rationality and the round perfection.

First 1 divided several important female vocabularies such as "The mother and
child", "the running water" as well as "the ravine" into "creates lives" and "returns
duplicate"”, according to the relations between "the Dao" and "the Thing". Coordinating
the theory about greatly female god prototype (archetype of the Great Mother), the
results from the Analyzes Psychologist Prof. Neumann (1905~1960), I want to show
the relationship between the utilization to these female analogy vocabularies and the
development of the human consciousness in each times. The utilization to these
vocabularies precisely manifested concretely the image of greatly female god prototype

in the consciousness.

Key words: Lao Tzu, The Great Mother, female image, Archetype, Collective

Unconsciousness
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IR (BB Rb-RE) KTRE(EHEBEBE) 0 S BE 1993 F 10 AR
R > B 256~257 o
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BAPRI 0 AEEA e T4 RABRNR - B EHF - AR -

" [4& 1% A A+ 247 2 (Erich Neumann » 1905~ 1960)% » ziu B (KRB —RAE M)
(The Great Mother —An Analysis of the Archetype) » b 3% ¢ £ H R4t > 1998 & 9 A 1 k&
— Rl B 41~42-

POBmE () o wn (EHEEMR) B8 199943 A 0 B 163~195¢

148



B BAOBK— — M RO RENRA R 9

"R FERERIEER  FARIEE THe, B TE - (BRI TE) B TR R
oo WA BeEE - IR AR S FR O R e vy — B - ER RS A R ST TR
e~ R T RELBNRP T

PRpAeFEEH > FFRFIHYEERY > mAZAFHE - - (dLd) M
L~ B&® > L -bAM? L bBralI B4 o & XARAT > SRR
Lo BERBZEM KTEAL LB/ LmF2IMH ERXLEME
KA BB id o "

ot 2at - A B2 MEME TR ERIE T > 1 " KHe o BIVER AR 0 e 1 AR i 2
PRSI METE <9 - BT 5 [ R AR BEA - R HIZRIE A T ) HUR ARG
AFE T - M8 T X MBS T E o T H T XL ) R R A AR I - G TP
HE—D BT T BYR 2~ BRI AR R R o T IE AR BB S IE B K R R A6
S AT AR TR A ) REME S -

& f# = (Erich Neumann - 1905~ 1960) 38 ks Z¢ 1E 19 3 2 S S R Bk & & 2%
(vssel) » flldf Higth 17 " Z A=G ==t | EEAARNREHFL - EEHF
EEv L

AR R CREFHARBRANEMBH A PUTERAE—E
B TR BB o B RIE C R EMA K T, KT FE

FapFR Y

—RECRIIB R BRI - AR~ A ~ KM~ A MG - PRI - BREL - SR

CLEIFRE  [FIRERE (RXMFEF) > b RAXIL > 1992 4 10 A IR »
B 51

U BTERRAR (AXMFHXALRM) B 44~48 FH (RX) FHIHRMMYRA
A ML AR S RA 0 1994 F 12 AAnkR — R o
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