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Study on Chung Hsyoung in Dun-Huang L etters
Han Bi-Chyn~

Abstract
The term Chung Hsyoung in Dun-Huang letters was a specia local custom

during Tang Dynasty and Five Dynasties periods at Dun-Huang area, and was
not a Chinese traditional etiquette, as argued by several Dun-Huang specialists.
However, etiquettes may change with time and space. The purpose of this study
was to prove that Chung Hsyoung etiquette was not only at Dun-Huang area and
not only during Tang Dynasty and Five Dynasties periods.

Chung Hsyoung was rarely described in classics of rites. However, other
documents from East Han Dynasty and Wei Gin South Dynasty, prior to Tang
Dynasty and Five Dynasties, to Soung Dynasty do mention the etiquette of
Chung Hsyoung, an etiquette between Hsiao Hsyoung and Da Hsyoung,
indicating that the etiquette was not only at Dun-Huang area but also at other
areas of China and not only during Tang Dynasty and Five Dynasties periods but
also before and after those periods.

Key words: Dun—Huang, Letter Formalities, Chung Hsyoung, Hsiao
Hsyoung, Da Hsyoung.

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung-Hsing University, Taichung,

Taiwan, R.O.C.
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