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Analysis of Personage Images “Legends of
Gongsun, Liu, Tian, Wang, Yang, Cai, Chen,
Zheng, in Hen Shu (Personage Chronicle of the
Han Dynasty)”

Huang Shih-Chin®

Abstract

According to analysis made by Ling Zhi-Long in Ming Dynasty, the main reason to
include the eight personages, Gongsun, Liu, Tian, Wang, Yang, Cai, Chen and Zheng, in
Hen Shu was because they were either the premiers or major executive officials in the
dynasty. Li Jing-Xing, a contemporary scholar, authored the six personages - Gonsun
He, Liu Qu-Li, Ju Qian-Qiu, Wang Xin, Yang Chang, Cai Yi, in a legend book, because
they were all the premiers in the dynasty. Since Chen Wan- Nian and Zheng Hong
were the senior supervisory officials (equal to the member of the Control Yuan, ROC)
in the dynasty, they were authored in another legend book. In addition to inheriting
Ling Zhi-Long’s viewpoints, Li Jing-Xing has also had his personal opinions and critics
about the historic personages.

Nevertheless, Li Zing-Xing thought all the eight personages were all “mediocrities
(ordinary people)”, so in the legend book he authored, he used “mediocrities” to refer to
those personages. However, on this front, the author has different viewpoints. The
reasons will be thoroughly elaborated in the paper. Based on the analysis of the text

of “Han Shu” and in conjunction with the critics and relevant research made by the

" Candidate of Doctor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University
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people of former times, this paper was to explore the characters and accounts of the
personages authored in the legend, so as to highlight the personage images of the
protagonists in the legend. This paper hopes to provide a vivid image of the ancient
personages as though one could see and sense them, and provide a more objective and
fairer evaluation of them.

The chapters of this paper have been arranged as: 1. Preface. 2. Analysis of
personage images { Legends of Gongsun, Liu, Tian, Wang, Yang, Cai, Chen, Zheng, in
Hen Shu,) in which the following eight subsections have been included: (1) the
personage image of Gongsun He: he was circumspect and farsighted, but he spoiled his
son who ended up leaving bane to him. (2) the personage image of Liu Qu-Li: he had
attachment to power and position, and conspired to abrogate the crown prince. (3) the
personage image of Ju Qian-Qiu: he was considerate to his superiors and well
self-disciplined. (4) the personage image of Wang Xin: he knew human nature very
well, and was good at snatching up opportunities. (5) the personage image of Yang
Chang: he was discreet and feared for responsibility, and liked to play safe to protect
himself. (6) the personage image of Cai Yi: he was deft at ancient classics, and was a
leader. (7). the personage image of Chen Wan-Nian: he liked to flatter influential
officials and taught his sons how to adulate superiors. (8). the personage image of
Zheng Hong: he was studious, good at ancient classics and moderate in dealing things.

3. Conclusions:

Key words: Han Shu, Ban Gu, Ling Zhi-Long, Li Jing-Xing, Personage Image
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