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“Tian D1 Y1 T1” of Zhuangzi’s Philosophy

Lin Wen-Ping’

Abstract

“Heaven, Earth, and I were produced together, and all things and I are one.” in Qi Wu
Lun (Theories on All Things Being Equal) is the ultimate goal of Zhuangzi’s philosophy. Life
state of “tian di yi ti” (heaven and earth are one) needs to be practiced and experienced in
daily life by the effort to attain spiritual state. In realistic world, human being’s all kinds of
natural gift and artificiality, such as instinct and comprehension, are negative existence and
would be excluded in the practice process of self-cultivation. They could be promoted and
preserved only by attaining the highest state of heaven and earth, the improving of life state.
Zhuangzi enlightened the conflict and dissolution between value world and realistic world in
human being’s daily life from “the debate on the happiness of fish on Hao-liang” in Qiu Shui
(Autumn Floods), the two different explanations in Xiao Yao You (Enjoyment in Untroubled
Ease), and the two connotations of “wu hua” (the transformation of things) in Qi Wu Lun
(Theories on All Things Being Equal). We realize the difference of direction and tendency

between Confucianism and Taoism from here as well.

Key words: Zhuangzi, tian di yi ti, Xiao yao, wu hua, ying ran (what should be), shi ran (what

actually is)

" Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing University
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