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The Presentation of Ideas in The Yiao Battle in
Zuo-Zhuan

Tsai Miao-Chen™

Abstract

The Yiao battle between Chin and Gin occurred in 627B.C. was an important war
influenced both Chin and Gin’s political future and status in feudal lords. There were no war
details about The Yiao battle in Zuo-Zhuan, but a series of illocutionary acts which all pointed
to emphasize the power of rhetoric, especially the politeness and FTA (Face Threatening Acts)
issues.

What’s more is the posting of morality. The author presented the idea in. the description
of Yiao battle in Zuo-Zhuan — it’s the same thing that a person keeps great virtue and
utterance well by proper rhetoric policy. That’s what we can find in the constitution of the

text.

Key words: The Yiao battle between Chin and Gin, rhetoric, morality, politeness, negative

face, positive face, Zuo-Zhuan, constitution

* Associate Professor, Chinese Literature Department of National Chung Hsing University
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32 2% 2 Holtgraves, T. M. (1992). The linguistic realization of face management: Implications for

language production and comprehension, person perception, and cross-cultural communication.
Social Psychology Quarterly, 55, 141-159,

Brown(1978) % % negative-face %7 the basic claim ...... to freedom of action and freedom from
imposition” ; & # positive-face % “the positive consistent self-image ...... [ the desire that this
self-image be appreciated and approved of) claimed by interactants”( p61) " & F3E% | Hi¥4%
Brown, P & S. Levinson. Politeness: Some Universals in Language Usage. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1987 - & Brown, P & S. Levinson. Universals in Language Usage: politeness
phenomena > .In E. Goody (ed.) Questions and Politeness — Strategies in Social Interaction.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1978: 56-310.

“Those acts that primarily threaten the addressee’s(H’s) negative-face want, by indicating
(potentially) that the speakers(S) does not intend to avoid impeding H’s freedom of action.”(Brown,
1978, p.65) “Those acts that primarily threaten the positive-face want, by indicating (potentially)
that the speakers does not care about the addressee’s feelings, wants, ect. — that in some important
respect he doesn’t want H’s wants.”(Brown, 1978, p.66)
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