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From Esthetic Views to Discuss the Mood of Heroic
Tragedy in Yu You-Ren’s Poems

and His Calligraphic Arts

Ko Yao-Cheng*

Abstract

When people are talking about Yu You-Ren’s calligraphic arts, they mostly discuss from
his calligraphic theory; however, we will hardly find out his real spirits of creation if we
discuss from this way. As we know, Yu You-Ren had dedicated his whole life to the country
and concerned and cared about his people whenever he could. He had spent most of his life
to run for the revolution, and desired to establish a systematical government. However, we
can’t find a well systematical theory from his calligraphic theory, but only some fragmentary
remains. But his achievements in the calligraphic arts are so beyond our imagination that no
one can reach his status. This also fully proves that the advancement of calligraphic art
doesn’t lie in its writing skills but in other essential factors which will lead to its success.

According to my ideas, I think that the personal esthetic viewpoints are closely related
with the historical times and environment. Yu You-Ren was born in the turmoil of war;
therefore, his poetry has completely reflected the social phenomena of Qing Dynasty and his
mood of historic tragedy. Thus, from my viewpoints, we could find out Yu’s esthetic
viewpoints through the interpretation of his poems. And by using Yu’s esthetic viewpoints
could we further look into the styles and characteristics of his calligraphic arts. In a word, I
would, from the esthetic viewpoints, discuss and analyze Yu’s poems and his mood of historic

tragedy in his calligraphic arts, hoping to explore more about his inner spirits of creation.

Key words: Yu You-Ren, mood of historic tragedy, self-narration of young shepherd,poetry of

Ban-Ku-Ban-Xiao-Lou

* Part-Time Lecturer, Center for General Education, I-Shou University
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