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The Features of Imperial Scholarship on the Yijing:
Explored through the Yijing tongzhu

Yang Tzu-Ping’

Abstract

Yijing tongzhu, the first imperial Yijing of the Ching Dynasty, was written by
Chao,Benron and Fu,Yijian during the period of Shunzhi Emperor . Seeing that so many
scholars had written various versions of Yijing, and the Ming Dynasty’s Zhouyi dachuan had
collected diverse interpretations, yet, without being severely selected, Yijing tongzhu was
created with a view to integrating these diverse interpretations and proposing essential
explanation. Chao,Benron and Fu,Yijian interpreted Yijing fongzhu in a philosophical way.
The book was mainly written for Shunzhi Emperor ; therefore, the meanings of guaci and
yaoci were precisely defined and concerning practical governance. Yijing tongzhu regarded
Yijing as a great book which taught people how to deal with the situations where they were
getting involved. For one thing, it emphasized the importance of noticing the subtle changes
and development of the existing situations. For another thing, Yijing tongzhu had focused on
the relationship between the emperor and his officials, and the way that officials protected
themselves while devoting themselves to the emperor and the society. In sum, learning Yijing

has inspired scholars to exist in the ever changing surroundings without losing their integrity.

Key words: Yijing tongzhu, imperial scholarship on the Yijing learning, practical

statesmanship, Shunzhi Emperor, Yijing learning

" Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Central University
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