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Study on the etiquette of Hakka “Pu-fang”™

Han Bi-Chyn"

Abstract

Hakka “Pu-fang” (§fi/5) was considered as a Chinese traditional etiquette though the
etiquette was not documented in six classic books of rites. The origin of Pu-fang is
controversial because the custom might be traced back to the Warring States or Sung dynasty,
as declared by different researchers. The primary purpose of this study was to reestablish the
evolution of the etiquette of Pu-fang and its transformation with time.

Although Pu-chuang (i) in prior to wedding ceremony was not mentioned in six
classic books of rites, sending maidservant to set bed for bride and groom, described in the
book of rites, I-1li, might be the precursor of Pu-fang. After communication between Chinese
and neighboring cultures, the name as Pai-tzu-chang ( 518 ) was thought lucky for
marriage and Pu-chang ( il ) thus became popular in wedding ceremony. Transferring from
Pu-chang, Pu-fang has become an essential custom in marriage. Hakka population migrated
from northern China to southern China, colonized at Fu-chien, Kuan-tung and Chiang-hsi, and
immigrant overseas to Taiwan. Hakka Pu-fang may not be exactly the same as the traditional
Chinese etiquette. However, the custom may change with time and area because of cultural

communications between Hakka and local populations.

Key words: Pu-fang, Pu-chang, Pu-chuang, Hakka etiquette
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