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A Desolate Song of Love—The Dissertation on the
Paradoxical Discourse and Concourse Scenario of
Xiao Hong’s “Biography of Hulan River”

Chang Jui-Sung’

Abstract

All Xiao Hong’s life, which was short and miserable, suffered setbacks and hardships,
loneness of wandering, and torments of ailments. “Biography of Hulan River,” of which she
completed in Hong Kong, was her representative work of later period that has seven chapters
and more than 140,000 words. It does not have characters and plots that cohere from the
beginning to the end, but each chapter can be an independent unit. To join together each
chapter, it can be a narrative poem, a colorful genre painting, and a series of sorrowful and
gentle songs. On the one hand, she adopted the overlooking angle to write her hometown
with a sympathetic and critical attitude; on the other hand, she infused personal emotions,
exhibited an intense subjective and lyric hue, revealed a dismal sigh often, and her narration
and scene description present a desolate sentiment. On the basis of American scholar J.
Hillis Miller’s analysis and exposition of British literature in “Fiction and Repetition,” the
dissertation tried to explore the paradoxical discourse of the primal scene in “Biography of
Hulan River,” as well as the intertexuality and polyphony theory--narration in the text, namely,

to probe into the deep significance constructed under the aesthetics of repetition.

Key words: Xiao Hong, Biography of Hulan River, repetition, polyphony theory,

carnival concourse

* Full-time teacher ,Department of Chinese , National Taichung Industrial High School
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